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Ecological Footprint Creators Drs. William Rees and Mathis Wackernagel  

Win Prestigious Blue Planet Prize 
 

 
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Oakland, CA, USA; Vancouver, Canada) — The Asahi Glass Foundation 
has selected Drs. William E. Rees (Canada), Mathis Wackernagel (Switzerland) and Thomas 
Lovejoy (USA) to receive this year’s Blue Planet Prize, the international environmental award, now 
in its 21st year. Two Blue Planet Prizes are awarded to individuals or organizations that make 
outstanding achievements in scientific research and its application in helping to solve global 
environmental problems.   
 
Building on Rees’ earlier work on human carrying capacity, Wackernagel and Rees in the early 
1990s developed the Ecological Footprint, the world’s premier resource accounting system, to track 
humanity’s demands on nature. The Ecological Footprint measures the area of productive land and 
water, or "biocapacity," required to produce the resources a human population consumes and to 
absorb its carbon waste.  
 
Wackernagel co-founded Global Footprint Network in 2003, with the goal of making resource limits 
central to decision-making. According to the organization’s most recent data, humanity’s demand for 
resources exceeds Earth's regenerative capacity by 53 percent.  
 
“Ever more countries continue to use more resources than they can renew within their own 
boundaries,” Drs. Wackernagel and Rees said. “Until countries begin tracking and managing their 
biocapacity deficits, they put not only themselves at risk but, more importantly, the entire planet.” 
 
A growing number of governments, including many in Latin America, are adopting Footprint 
accounting. In Brazil, the cities of Curitiba and Campo Grande and the city and state of Sao Paulo 
are now calculating their Ecological Footprint in partnership with WWF-Brazil. 
 
The Asahi Foundation will present the awards at a press conference in Rio de Janeiro on June 17, 
in advance of the United Nations’ Rio+20 Earth Summit, at 2:10 PM in the Japan Pavilion in 
Athlete's Park. 
 
Dr. Wackernagel, President and Co-founder of Global Footprint Network, has promoted 
sustainability on six continents and lectured at numerous universities. Dr. Rees is an ecologist, 
ecological economist, Founding Director of the One Earth Initiative, Professor Emeritus and former 
Director of the University of British Columbia's School of Community and Regional Planning. 
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The Asahi Glass Foundation established the Blue Planet Prize in 1992, the year of the first Earth 
Summit. The Prize is offered in the hopes of encouraging efforts to bring about the healing of the 
Earth’s fragile environment.  

___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Global Footprint Network is an international research organization working to make ecological limits central to 
decision-making by advancing the use of the Ecological Footprint, a resource management tool that measures 
how much nature we have, how much we use and who uses what. www.footprintnetwork.org. 
 
The Asahi Glass Foundation strives to contribute to the creation of a society that can transmit the genuine 
wealth of human civilization by supporting advanced research in the fields of science and technology and by 
recognizing efforts to solve environmental issues that call for global solutions. http://www.af-
info.or.jp/en/about/index.html 
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