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Ecological Footprint Creators Drs. Mathis Wackernagel and William Rees  

Winners of Prestigious Kenneth E. Boulding Award 
 

 
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Oakland, CA, USA; Vancouver, Canada)—Drs. Mathis Wackernagel and 
William Rees, co-creators of the Ecological Footprint, will receive the 2012 Kenneth E. Boulding 
Award, the world’s top honor in the field of ecological economics. 
 
The biennial award is given to “outstanding individuals who have contributed original and seminal 
approaches that have furthered our understanding of the interfaces between the social, ecological, 
ethical, economic and political dimensions of our world,” the International Society for Ecological 
Economics (ISEE) said in announcing the award.  
  
Building on Rees’ earlier work on human carrying capacity, Wackernagel and Rees in the early 
1990s developed the Ecological Footprint, the world’s premier resource accounting system, to track 
humanity’s demands on nature. The Ecological Footprint measures the area of productive land and 
water, or "biocapacity," required to produce the resources a human population consumes and to 
absorb its carbon waste.  
 
Global Footprint Network, the organization Wackernagel co-founded in 2003, today calculates that 
humanity’s demand for resources exceeds Earth's regenerative capacity by more than 50 percent.  
 
“Ever more countries continue to use more resources than they can renew within their own 
boundaries,” Drs. Wackernagel and Rees said. “Until countries begin tracking and managing their 
biocapacity deficits, they put not only themselves at risk but, more importantly, the entire planet.” 
 
A growing number of governments, including many in Latin America, are adopting Footprint 
accounting. In Brazil, the cities of Curitiba and Campo Grande and the city and state of Sao Paolo 
are now calculating their Ecological Footprint in partnership with WWF-Brazil. 
 
The award will be presented at the ISEE Conference 2012 in Rio de Janeiro on June 19, where 
Wackernagel and Rees will deliver keynote Boulding Award lectures, in advance of the Rio+20 
Earth Summit, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD).  
 
Dr. Wackernagel, President and Co-founder of Global Footprint Network, has promoted 
sustainability on six continents and lectured at more than 100 universities. Dr. Rees is an ecologist, 
ecological economist, Founding Director of the One Earth Initiative, Professor Emeritus and former 
Director of the University of British Columbia's School of Community and Regional Planning. 
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Kenneth E. Boulding (1910-1993) was President of the American Economics Association and 
American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
International Society for Ecological Economics is a not-for-profit, member-governed, organization dedicated to 
advancing understanding of the relationships among ecological, social, and economic systems for the mutual 
well-being of nature and people. http://www.ecoeco.org/content/. 
 
Global Footprint Network is an international research organization working to make ecological limits central to 
decision-making by advancing the use of the Ecological Footprint, a resource management tool that measures 
how much nature we have, how much we use and who uses what. www.footprintnetwork.org. 
 
The University of British Columbia (UBC) is one of North America’s largest public research and teaching 
institutions. http://www.ubc.ca/. 
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