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Philippines Laguna Lake region’s ecological resource demands 30 times  
greater than what its ecosystem can renew 

 

(OAKLAND, CA, USA) — OCTOBER 23, 2013 — Mirroring national trends of steady resource 

degradation, the Philippines’ Laguna Lake region now faces a staggering ecological deficit as its 

population demands natural resources at a rate 30 times faster than what the region can renewably supply, 

according to a recent report on the resource demand and supply of the region. 

 

“Ecological constraints have become a significant determinant of economic success in the 21st century,” 

said Dr. Mathis Wackernagel, president of Global Footprint Network and co-creator of the Ecological 

Footprint, a resource accounting tool that measures how much nature we have, how much we use, and 

who uses what. “Not only does the Laguna Lake region encompass the nation’s economic epicenter, 

Metro Manila, it also houses the most vulnerable provinces and municipalities to climate change and 

resource degradation.” 

The report, Restoring Balance in Laguna Lake Region, was released during a launch event in Manila with 

the support of the Australian Government through its Aid Program, in collaboration with the Philippines 

Climate Change Commission, Laguna Lake Development Authority, Metro Manila Development 

Authority and international sustainability think tank Global Footprint Network. 

 

“Australia sees great value and the potential to make a difference by working in partnership with the 

Government of the Philippines to address the pressing need to restore balance to the Laguna Lake region, 

and protect and enhance its valuable assets,” stressed the Australian Ambassador to the Philippines, Bill 

Tweddell, speaking at the launch of the 2013 Ecological Footprint report on October 18.  

Among the key findings of the report: 

 On average, hectares in the Laguna Lake region are 10 percent more productive than the rest of 

the country. More than half (53 percent) of this biocapacity (nature’s regenerative capacity) 

comes from Laguna province. 

 Biocapacity per capita in Laguna Lake region is only 1/12 of the average biocapacity per person 

for a Philippine resident. 

 It currently requires the biocapacity of 30 Laguna Lake regions to meet the demand of its 

population. Resource demands from Metro Manila alone make up more than half – 65 percent – 

of Laguna Lake region’s total Ecological Footprint. 

 The largest component of the Footprint is cropland (35 percent); followed by fishing grounds (24 

percent); carbon (23 percent); forest land (7 percent); grazing land (6 percent); and built-up land 

(5 percent). 
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“The accounting for the biocapacity and Ecological Footprint of the Laguna Lake region marks a 

paradigm shift in the country’s deeper appreciation and wise utilization of its resource-rich ecosystems,” 

said Secretary Nereus Acosta, General Manager of Laguna Lake Development Authority and Presidential 

Adviser for Environmental Protection. 

With the leadership of the President’s Climate Change Commission and the support of the French Agency 

for Development, in 2012 the Philippines became the first Southeast Asian country to adopt the 

Ecological Footprint. Phase I, documented in A Measure for Resilience: 2012 Report on the Ecological 

Footprint of the Philippines, laid the foundation for ecological resource accounting in the Philippines. 

Phase II, made possible by AusAID’s financial support, included the publication of the Laguna Lake 

Region 2013 Ecological Footprint report; a workshop to discuss incorporating resource limits in 

policymaking, which was attended by members of numerous government agencies; and technical training 

to build in-country capacity so that the Philippine government can continue to track, manage and 

benchmark its biocapacity and Ecological Footprint at municipal, sub-regional, and national scales. 

 

“The Ecological Footprint is perhaps one of the most important tools that government can use in 

policymaking,” said Climate Change Commissioner Nadarev Saño during the report launch. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Global Footprint Network is an international sustainability think tank working to make ecological limits 

central to decision-making by advancing the Ecological Footprint, a resource management tool that 

measures how much nature we have, how much we use and who uses what. www.footprintnetwork.org. 
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