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Within this ever-changing landscape, Global Footprint Network focused 
even more forcefully in 2017 on providing our data more broadly—and 
freely—to city and national decision-makers, students and educators, 
academics, and of course data lovers like us around the world.

Some 2017 accomplishments include:

We redesigned our online Footprint Calculator, a popular educational 
tool, reaching 700,000 new users in just four short months.

We made all of our National Footprint Accounts data on more than 
200 countries available for free on our new Ecological Footprint 
Explorer open data platform.

We reached the largest audience ever with our campaign to 
#MoveTheDate of Earth Overshoot Day, attracting coverage on  
about 2,000 websites in 100+ countries and generating 1+ billion  
media impressions.

We continued to work with governments on different continents to use 
the Footprint to spark sustainability policy and shape public opinion, 
including Colombia, Japan, Montenegro, Portugal, and Germany.

This would never be possible without the help of our generous donors. 
Thank you for helping us make impact in this world.

With warmest wishes, 

Message from CEO Mathis Wackernagel, Ph.D.

2017 was marked by a series of 
ups and downs in the world’s 
attempts to address climate 
change and natural resource 
constraints. Many reeled in shock 
over the U.S. administration’s 
devotion to dismantling national 
and international environmental 
efforts. Then France President 
Emmanuel Macron stepped up 
and closed the year on an upbeat 
note with his One Planet Summit 
in Paris, just four months after 

massive media coverage of Earth Overshoot Day in France.  The one-
planet theme reinforces Global Footprint Network’s vision of a future 
where all thrive within the means of our one planet.

Climate change continues to be one of the biggest challenges 
of our generation, and Global Footprint Network offers the most 
comprehensive metric to compare human demand for ecological 
resources and services, including carbon sequestration, to what Earth 
can renew. The Ecological Footprint sums up all competing human 
demands on nature, including carbon emissions from fossil fuel use. 
To live up to the Paris Agreement’s climate goals, we need to find ways 
to live within the planet’s regenerative capacity, as the population 
and its needs are growing. Therefore, Ecological Footprint accounting 
becomes an increasingly central metric for those committed to 
making their economies succeed. Mathis Wackernagel, Ph.D.

CEO and Co-Founder
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Mission and Vision

Global Footprint Network has the tools to help individuals, cities, and countries thrive in a resource-constrained world.

OUR MISSION is to help end 
ecological overshoot by

making ecological limits central to 
decision-making.

OUR VISION is that all can thrive 
within the means of our  

one planet.
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Founded in 2003, we began our work with governments across the globe.
Our accomplishments from 2017 include:

The province of Nariño, 
Colombia, boasts extraordinary 

natural beauty and is a 
biological hotspot home to 
more than 5,000 species of 

plants and animals. We worked 
with Nariño’s leaders to develop 

a sustainability monitoring 
framework to aid in the 

transformation of Nariño to a 
green economy. 

In the first Ecological Footprint 
analysis of Germany’s most 
populous state, we found 

that North-Rhine Westphalia 
needs more than five times 
the resources than its own 

ecosystems can renew. Carbon 
emissions are a large driver of 

the region’s high Ecological 
Footprint. Then Environment 

Minister Johannes Remmel used 
the analysis to call for an orderly 

exit from the coal industry. 

We began a project with six 
cities in Portugal to calculate 

their Ecological Footprints and 
biocapacity. These measures 
will then be used to develop 
an alternative approach for 
national budget allocation, 

based on the size of the cities’ 
Ecological Footprints and 
biocapacities relative to  

those of Portugal. 

As part of the DestiMED 
project, we began working 

with the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) to measure and reduce 
the environmental impact 
of tourism. This innovative 

approach, based on the 
Ecological Footprint framework, 
will be applied to 13 protected 

areas in six Mediterranean 
countries. 

Nariño North-Rhine Westphalia Portugal Mediterranean
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2017 was an exceptional year for building momentum to #MoveTheDate.

2.3+ million Footprint Calculator sessions in 2017.

With the help of our sponsor, Schneider Electric, we updated and 
redesigned this popular educational tool. Xavier Houot, Schneider’s 
Senior Vice President Safety, Environment, and Real Estate

(pictured here with Global Footprint Network CEO Mathis Wackernagel), 
became one of our most ardent Footprint champions. He explained 
how Schneider Electric’s business model aims to #MoveTheDate in a Q&A.

www.footprintcalculator.org

www.footprintcalculator.org
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Calculator Testimonials

“On the first day of my environmental science class, we took a very eye-opening quiz on our lifestyle choices 

and how they affect the planet. The quiz offers solutions for lessening your impact. Since I took the quiz, 

my family has made some of those changes to our lifestyle.”

 MARY CLARE, Student, United States

“I love the work of Global Footprint Network. Their Calculator, Earth Overshoot Day campaign, and metrics  

on the number of Earths we use are great tools to discuss the future of Earth and the people living on it.  

They motivate each individual to change their lifestyle for the better and they clearly demonstrate the need 

for political action and transformation.”

 DR. GREGOR HAGEDORN, Academic Director, Museum of Natural History, Berlin

“I like that before you get the breakdown of your results, the calculator actually tells me my personal 

Overshoot Day. It’s almost like having a date for your birthday. Our students really enjoyed that aspect.”

    ANDREA COLLINS, Lecturer, Cardiff University, United Kingdom
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Earth Overshoot Day is the date when we use more from nature than our  
planet can renew in the entire year. In 2017, it fell on August 2.

Earth Overshoot Day
By the Numbers 2017

1.3 Billion
Web impressions from 1,910+ websites

Countries covered Overshoot Day, with 
coverage by top-tier media in 29 countries

104

6
Events in US, 

Brazil, Germany 
and Russia

95,595
Facebook shares of Le Monde article

4
Newspaper 
front pages:

Le Monde, Liberation, Le 
Figaro and USA Today

30 Independent videos, 
including French 

Environmental Minister 
Nicolas Hulot

50+
NGO’s, corporations and government  

agencies promoted Overshoot Day

154,000
Shares of The Independent article

2.6 Million
Views of video by French media 

company Brut

1,744
Pledges to #MoveTheDate

www.overshootday.org

www.overshootday.org
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Data lovers worldwide dived into our new Ecological Footprint Explorer 
open data platform. 

Thought leaders from Capgemini, Google, 

GreenBiz, the City of Oakland, the startup 

Aclima, and San Francisco International 

Airport joined Global Footprint Network 

Program Director Laurel Hanscom (second 

from left) for a panel discussion at our 

Footprint Explorer launch event in San 

Francisco. Among the questions the 

panel addressed: What are the barriers to 

sustainability for a city, an airport? What 

could Google Earth possibly still need in 

its quest to apply data to environmental 

challenges? What would you like a 

conversation on data and sustainability 

to sound like two years from now? 

105,526
   Activists, academics, and analysts visited the Footprint Explorer open data platform.

data.footprintnetwork.org

data.footprintnetwork.org
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Data User Testimonials

“The Ecological Footprint’s ability to provide both a global and country view of sustainability is especially 

powerful at showing people how we are living beyond the means of our planet, but in a way that is easy for 

the average person and student to understand.”

RONALD E. MEISSEN, Ph.D., Former Senior Director, Sustainability, Baxter International Inc.

“For every innovation, we need to include in our assessment some questions of the form: ‘What if this catches 

on?’ Not merely the Dragons’ Den question of  ‘Can this business scale?’ – but the Global Footprint Network 

question of, ‘Can the planet tolerate this business’s success?’”

PETER COFFEE, VP for Strategic Research, Salesforce

“The Ecological Footprint has been very useful to the municipality of Guimarães not only to assess our 

greening policies, but also to help us determine in which areas we ought to focus our efforts in order to 

improve sustainability at the local level.”

 ISABEL LOUREIRO, Ph.D., Professor at the University of Minho, Portugal
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Thank you for your generous support

Foundations
Barilla Center for Food and  
 Nutrition

Clif Bar Family Foundation

Coniston Charitable Trust

The Dudley Foundation

Flora Family Foundation

Mava Stiftung für   
 Naturschutz

Mental Insight Foundation

Stiftung Drittes Millennium

Vertex Foundation

 

Government Agencies
Munich Referat für   
 Gesundheit und Umwelt

Stirling Council

RECEIVED JANUARY 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017

Educational Institutions
Claremont Colleges

ETH Zurich

Institut d’Arquitectura   
 Avançada

Western Michigan University

University of Jinan

University of Tokyo

Corporations
Capgemini

data.world

Google

IDEA Consultants Inc.

Lagunitas

Olio

PharmaCielo

JM Rosen’s Cheesecake 

Schneider Electric

South Pole Group

Supercomputing Systems  
 AG

Tobi.com LLC

Vescore AG

NGOs
The Club of Rome

FEST

IUCN

World Resources Forum

WWF Adria

WWF China

WWF Russia 

ZERO - Associação Sistema  
 Terrestre  Sustentável
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Individuals
Subutai Ahmad
Beverly Ainscow
Wafa Al-ajmi
Abdullah Alghamdi
Olivier Alvarez
Anonymous
Olga Johnston    
 Antonova
Sardor Arifbayev
Stian Martin Åsebø
Pwint Aung
Victoria Ayres
Frank Balmer-Leupold
Vincenzo Balzani
Carol & Gerald Barney
John Barwise
Franz Baumann
Miranda Belanger
Benjamin Bellman
Peder Bergholt
Bjoern Biedermann
Brian Bodas
Martin Bohle
J. Russell Boulding
Pierre Bourget
Marc Boxser
Morti Brasil
Brigitte Hagmann   
 Britschgi
Rhiannon Brown
Sandra Browne
Helena Brykarz
Fredrick Bubolu
Urs Burckhardt

Vicki Burkhard
Rosmarie Burkhard-  
 Schindler
Peggy Burns
Perry Burr
Kieran Burton
John Callaway
Rachel Chase
Bidisha Chatterjee
Tracy Chen
Yuelin Chen
Don Chisholm
Bogdan Ciobotaru
Kellya Clanzig
John Cobb
Kristin Cobble
Michaela Collins
Laura Counts
Robert Courdway
Eric Crampon
Julian Crawford
Peter Cuming
Celine Bottarelli &   
 Bruno Curchod
Sondre Dalen
Lindsey D’Angelo
Emily Daniel
Rachel Dargavel
Edmund Davey
Jonathan Davie
Guillaume de Ramel
Paul DeLeon
Nona Dennis
Stein Design
David Diaz
Amanda Diep

Cindy Diep
Trevor Diep
Mark & Sally Dimaggio
Bob Dimiceli
Peter Downer
Gene Dunaway
Eugene Eccli
Paul & Anne Ehrlich
Sarah Eldredge
Griselda Elias
Samuel Ellis
Melita Elmore
Gard Elston
Elisabeth Enke
Esbjörn Eriksson
Walter Ernst
John Evans
Mikel Evans
Lea Exl
Violette Fassbänder
Miranda Fitgerald
James Fox
Margo Frank
David Franklin
Henry Frechette
Deborah Freile
Jake Fuqua
Denise Fussen
Nicolas Galler
Nuot & Beatrix Ganzoni
Michael Gerber
David Gibson
Lianna Gilman
Maria Giovanna
Edith Glaser-Henzer
Daniel Goldscheider

Anita Goodarzi
Yves Gouzer
Aaron Grant
Christian Nereus Grant
William Grant
Richard Grossman
Seraina Morell    
 Gunzinger
Loannis Gytas
Steven Haft
Ann Hancock
Nkao Hle Hang
Laurel Hanscom
Zac & Patricia Hanscom
Gwendolen Harris
Martin Hartigan
Kristine Hedlund
Rajesh Hegde
David Heiser
Gregor Herda
Robert Herendeen
Walter Hermans
Maggie Herndon
Peter Hiltner
Deborah Hoffmann
Jan Hoffmann
Natasha Hopkinson
Adrian Horga
Michelle Howard
Sharon Huff
Melvin Hurndon
Brendan Irvine-Broque
Guy Isely
Chiara Issenmann
Jean-Pierre & Cecile   
 Monika Jaccard

Bob Jacobs
Diane Jamerson
Annelie Janz
Robert & Olga Jarrett
Eugen Jenni
Sarah Johnson
Finn Vanman    
 Jørgensen
Oltion Kadiu
Karl-Erust Kaissling
Peter Kälin
Birthe Kaps
Douglas Kelbaugh
Mary Kelly
Robert & Ronna Kelly
Sean Kelly
Steve Kent
Marisa Kieren
Johannes Knaus
Ivo-Heinz Knöpfel
Martin Kopp
Michael Kreibohm
Michael Kresko
Lynn Krohn
Hartmut Krugmann
Sarosh Kumana
Daniel Francis &   
 Elizabeth Lake
Jennie Lay
Louisa Leavitt
Kana Leonhardtsberger
Cynthia Leslie-Bole
Brendan Lewis
Barbara Lewy
William & Louise   
 Lidicker

Thank you for your generous donations
RECEIVED JANUARY 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017

Robert Lilley
Bryan Linsley
Andreas Löffler
Ewell Longhorn
Damian Lovejoy
Stephanie Lui
Michelle Luscombe
Christine Keller Lüthi
Balazs Magyar
Serena Mancini
Michael Maniates
Alexander Manjarres
Edward Manning
Lynda Mansson
George Marbuah
Adam Marr
Julia Marton-Lefèvre
Stanley Mathewson
Scot Mathieson
Roland Matter
John McCarthy
Susheila McCoy
Carl & Mary McDaniel
Jerome McIntire
John McKeown
Erin McMahon
Vincent McMahon
Charles McNeill
Sherrie Meale
Ronald Meissen
Aimee Merrill
Aurora Mesa
Liselotte & Paul 
Messerli-Rothen
Gregory Mikkelson
Don Miller
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Thank you for your generous donations

Ashley Minniear
Lakhan Multani
Andrea Nelson
Fern Nemenyi
Jo Ngan
Edward Nold
Yonghyup Oh
Jan Willem Gussinklo  
 Ohmann
Nicole Ortiz
Koji Otsuka
Claudiane Ouellet- 
 Plamondon
Dieter Padar
Jennifer Pahlka
Catherine & Bill Parrish
Ken Pentel
Margaret Perkins
Kerstin Peter
Nancy Peters
Lila Peterson
Charles Eley & Miriam  
 Phillips
Russell Pittman
Kurt Ploss
Sorin Postelnicu
Sonja Potjewijd
D. Malcolm Potts
Hossein Khajeh Pour
Jérôme Prax
Giovanni Presutti
Susan Price
Stefanie Pruegel
Simon Pullan
Kim Rago
Ramsay Ravenel

Julien Richard-Foy
Thomas Richle
Brayan Rivera
Carlos Rivera
Tony Rivera
Cédric Rochat
Jeanne Roy
Loraine Roy
Wm Timothy Rumage
Dennis Saemann
Kazuhiko Saito
Rohit Salve
Anthony Sanfratello
Jürg Schaufelberger
Willem Frans Scheers
Cornelia Schefold-  
 Albrecht
Kevin Schneider
Julien Schoenlaub
Patrizia & Martin   
 Scholtysik-Straessle
Jurgen Schosinsky
Aletta Schubert-Vischer
Joachim Schwanck
Jan Schwarz
Anton & Annegret   
 Schwegler-Donat
Ronald Scott-Ringger
Peter Seidel
Michelle Shaffer
Michael Shannon
Timothy Shea
Diana Short
Hans-Peter & Frau   
 Carol Sigg
Michael Simpson

Eva Sissener
Judith Sissener
Kristen Sissener
David Smernoff
Amazon Smile
Norton Smith
Wolfgang Somary
Jürg & Eveline    
 Spielmann
Hether Sposito
Frauke Stamm
Danielle Standish
Dieter Steiner
Jan Stensland
Francesca Cinelli &   
 Randall Stratton 
Tobias Straumann
Irene Sury
Ayumi Suzuki
David Takahashi
Deston Tanner
Karl-Martin & Monika   
 Tanner-Hosch
Eric Thirion
Don Thompson
Alexander Thumfart
Cathy Timlin
Moana Toelke
Lukas Törner
Liz Trejo
Keith Tuffley
Dale Vodehnal
Michael Vogler
Terry Vogt
Beat von Scarpatetti
Koen Vredebregt

Caroline Wackernagel
Frederick Wackernagel
Isabelle Wackernagel
Mathis Wackernagel
Tobias Wackernagel
Marie-Christine   
 Wackernagel-   
 Burckhardt
Yoshihiko Wada
Anika Waits
Howard Waldman
Liz Walker
Hannah Waterman
Steven Webb
Barbara Gengler &   
 Randy Weinberg
Denis White
Daniel Whitfield
Robert Willard
Marcus Williams
Jerelyn Wilson
Erik Wolfers
Dorji Yangka
Eugene You
Geiger & J. David Yount
Reka Zayzon
Annegreth & Mathias   
 Zimmermann-Martin
Markus Zimmerman & 
  Elfriede Zimmermann- 
 Scheifele
Christian & Yvonne   
 Zuber-Haener
Thomas David &   
 Gabrielle Zweifel

RECEIVED JANUARY 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017

Global Footprint Network deeply values its donors. 
Every effort has been made to assure accuracy.  
If you find an error, please notify us immediately  
at info@footprintnetwork.org.
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Board of Directors
Susan Burns, Co-Founder  
 and Director of Finance for  
 Change, Global Footprint  
 Network
Daniel Goldscheider,   
 Founder and CEO,  
 Paperless, Inc.
Sarosh Kumana,   
 Investor, President,   
 Pacific Capital   
 Management
Rob Lilley, Board Chairman,  
 Global Footprint Network;  
 Investor, Member, Terra  
 Global Capital
Lynda Mansson,   
 Director General,   
 MAVA Foundation
Julia Marton-Lefèvre,   
 Former Director General,  
 IUCN; Executive Fellow,  
 Yale School of Forestry and  
 Environmental Studies
Keith Tuffley,  
 Founder and CEO, The  
 B Team; Founder and CEO,  
 Neuw Ventures SA
Mathis Wackernagel,   
 Co-creator of the   
 Ecological Footprint,  
 Co-Founder and   
 CEO, Global Footprint  
 Network
   

Honorary Chair
André Hoffmann, Vice   
 Chairman, Roche

Science and Policy 
Advisory Council
Terry A’Hearn, Chief  
 Executive at Scottish   
 Environment Protection  
 Agency 
Oscar Arias, Former   
 President, Costa Rica
Lester Brown, Founder,  
 Earth Policy Institute
Herman Daly,    
 Intellectual father of   
 Ecological Economics
Fabio Feldmann, Former  
 Minister of Environment,  
 São Paulo
Eric Garcetti, Mayor, 
 Los Angeles 
Stephen Groff, Vice 
 President, Asia   
 Development Bank,   
 Southeast Asia/Pacific
Tom Lovejoy, H. John   
 Heinz III Center
Manfred Max-Neef,   
 Economist, recipient of  
 Right Livelihood Award
Rhodri Morgan, Former  
 First Minister for Wales
Daniel Pauly, Leading   
 marine ecologist
Jorgen Randers, Professor  
 of Climate Strategy, 
 Norwegian School of   
 Management

Peter Raven, Former   
 President, Missouri   
 Botanical Gardens,  
 leading botanist
William E. Rees, Co-creator  
 of the Ecological Footprint 
Karl-Henrik Robèrt,   
 Founder, The Natural Step
Emil Salim, Former   
 Indonesian Minister of State
James Gustave Speth,  
 Founder of World   
 Resources Institute,  
 leading environmental  
 advocate
Will Steffen, Former Director,  
 Australian National   
 University’s Climate  
 Change Institute
Per Espen Stocknes, Senior  
 Lecturer and Researcher,  
 BI Norwegian Business  
 School
David Suzuki, Award-  
 winning scientist and   
 broadcaster
M.S. Swaminathan,   
 India’s leading scientist on  
 sustainable food security
Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker,  
 Co-President, Club of   
 Rome
Dominique Voynet, Former  
 Environment Minister,  
 France, and Former Mayor,  
 Montreuil
E.O. Wilson, Distinguished  
 biologist, Harvard   
 University
 

Our Team
Sandra Browne
Helena Brykarz
Susan Burns
Amanda Diep
Mikel Evans
Melissa Fondakowski 
Alessandro Galli, Ph.D.
Laurel Hanscom
Katsunori Iha
Ronna Kelly 
David Lin, Ph.D.
Laetitia Mailhes 
Serena Mancini
Evan Neill
Rachel Roberts
Paulina Saracco
Loredana Serban 
Michelle Shaffer
Judith Sissener
Mathis Wackernagel, Ph.D.
Michael Wang
Robert Williams

Interns
Sarah Beasley
Lia Ferguson
Samson Lewin
Shehnaz Mannan
Shapour Mirzadeh
Daniel Mok
Sara Petiton
Emilie Tang

Affiliates
Jag Alexeyev
Alternative Technologies
AM Creative
Youssef Bennouna

Who we are

Jim Block
Bruce Cook Photography
Canyon Road Design Inc.
Cosmetto
DAA Montenegro LLC
Tony Drummond
Elsevier
Free Range Graphics LLC
Frontiers Media SA
Tanja Garovic
Chris Hails
Annabel Hertz
Alex Hinds
IEA.org
Impactvesting LLC
Nebojsa Jablan
Jelena Knezevic
Olivera Komar
Stacey Laumann
Maddox Design
Minuteman Press
Needlework Embroidery
Oxford Economics
Patricia Wintroath, CPA
Alex Porteshawver
PR Newswire
Dragana Radevic
Révision Fiscalité Conseils SA 
Tanna Reynolds 
Captus Sarl
Zorica Skoflek 
Storyware
Upwork
Golnar Zokai
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INCOME  |  JANUARY 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017

Consolidated across U.S., Swiss, and Belgian entities.

Financials

Foundations  

$970,712

Income

Foundations  $970,712

Individual Contributions  $172,571

Fee for Service  $162,150

In-Kind Contributions  $123,165

License Fees   $29,281

Interest, Dividends, Unrealized Loss   $18,509

Speaking Honoraria   $17,785

Royalties   $214

Total Income:  $1,494,386

Individual 
Contributions  

$172,571

Fee for Service  

$162,150

In-Kind 
Contributions  

 $123,165
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EXPENSES  |  JANUARY 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017

Consolidated across U.S., Swiss, and Belgian entities.

Financials

Expenses

 Payroll and Personnel Expenses  $1,034,988

Professional Fees $464,122

Program Expenses  $247,901

Operations $164,939 

Computer-Related Expenses   $50,110

Travel  $44,757

Total Expenses:  $2,006,817

 Payroll and Personnel 
Expenses  

$1,034,988

Professional Fees  

$464,122

Program 
Expenses  

$247,901

Operations 

$164,939 
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+ 41 22 747 76 43 

www.footprintnetwork.org

To view this report online, 

visit www.footprintnetwork.org/annual-report-2017
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